[Myelopathy caused by tentorial dural arteriovenous fistula: a rare case report].
A 51-year-old man with myelopathy due to intracranial dural arteriovenous fistula (dural AVF) is reported. At age 46, the patient experienced subarachnoid hemorrhage caused by rupture of the dural AVF and underwent embolization of the lesion at another hospital. At this time, the patient complained of numbness in his legs and showed paraplegic gait disturbance. MRI scan revealed swelling of the cervical spinal cord. Cerebral angiograms demonstrated the recurrence of tentorial dural AVF fed by bilateral meningohypopheseal trunks and the right posterior inferior cerebellar artery. Arteriovenous shunt (AV shunt) flow was drained into the anterior spinal vein. It seemed that the swelling of the spinal cord and myelopathy was caused by venous hypertension of spinal veins. After surgical interruption of the right petrosal vein which connected dAVF with cerebellar veins, AV shunt was obliterated successfully. Postoperative cerebral angiograms showed disappearance of dural AVF. The patient became ambulant and his cervical spinal cord appeared normal on the postoperative MRI scan. Surgical interruption of the draining vein was simple, effective and essential treatment.